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attempts were being made to secure a reversal of that resolution, but he firm-
ly hoped that they would not allow themselves to be disgraced. He congratu-
lated the Municipality on its decision. They were not the enemies of the Prince
nor did they wish to insult him. He went further and said that if anybody-
would dare touch a single hair of the Prince, they should be ready to protect
him (the Prince) with their lives. That was their duty. But there was also the
duty to India. The Prince was coming as a Prince to strengthen the present
Government. If they had any sense of humanity or love of country or any
regard for the Khilafat or the Punjab wrongs, then no matter who came,
Prince or no Prince, they should boycott his visit. As he had said once in Poona,
even if Gokhale came to strengthen the present Government, they should not
offer him welcome. He hoped that the Punjab would offer no welcome to the
Prince.
Another matter which had been dealt with by the Municipality was in
regard to the Lawrence Statue which had on it the inscription: "Will you be
governed by the pen or the sword ?" The day had come when none could threa-
ten India. Indians did not want to be frightened by the sword nor influenced
by the pea of anyone. He congratulated their Municipality. When their
Municipality had resolved on a thing, all men and women should unite. They
were no enemies of Lord Lawrence, but they did not like the inscription of the
statue to remain. Things in India had changed. India feared none but God.
They did not want that statue to remain. They should hold a meeting and say
to the Government: "You shall have to remove the statue."1
As stated in the resolution, they would follow the Ali Brothers. If the
Government wanted to guard the statue with soldiers, British, Sikhs, Gurkhas or
Pathans, then the people should say, "We shall die but have it removed."
Every man whom the Municipal Committee orders, should be ready to go to
remove the statue. It would be better if some women went and faced bayonets
and showed readiness to go to jail. He did not believe the present Government
was so uncivilized. It would yield. But if Government behaved madly, they
should be ready to uphold their honour and suffer in doing so. If the time came,
they should show that they did not care for soldiers. During their trial, the
Ali Brothers did not leave their chairs when asked to do so but of their
own free will they gave up chairs and spread their cloaks on the ground and
sat on them. What they wanted was cool courage. No one, however, was to
go at night to remove the statue. They should do everything in the open.
They should give notice. Some 12 years ago, somebody had gone at night and
put a string of shoes round the statue. None should do such a thing.
If they continued non-violent, they would snatch Jazirat-ul-Arab, Smyrna
and Thrace and Palestine but if a Hindu, Mohammedan or Sikh committed
murder or even uttered abuse, such a man should be regarded as an enemy
1 Vide "The Pen or the Sword", 17-11-1921.